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                    Abstract

This is a report on the research done in 1986 by the authors. It examines the way the new Tanzanian marriage law has been applied by the courts in cases of divorce, maintenance and division of matrimonial property, and the extent to which other existing systems of personal and religious law have influenced its operation. The study is located in the wider framework of Tanzania's pioneering efforts at law reform and the integration of personal laws. It shows that although the new law is generally progressive and accords more protection to married women than either customary or religious laws, yet there are still a number of factors which interfere with the attainment of its objectives. For example, in areas where the influence of tradition is strong, parties, especially women, show reluctance to assert their new rights. This problem is often aggravated by certain lower courts which tend to lean towards custom in their application of the new law. It is also noted that economic factors influence the operation of the new law. Rural poverty and the general economic insecurity of peasant families render certain legal provisions relating to matrimonial property rather nugatory.
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